necessary to reconcile the often conflicting views of interested parties. The Department of Health, which has the job of developing solutions which may be applied nationally, relies for its advice on the profession. Sometimes, the previous speakers have put forward view points from positions of isolation and it is very necessary to attempt to reconcile these. At this stage it is necessary to state that the British Orthopaedic Association has failed to develop a trouble-free casualty service, and while this may not be entirely their fault, it is their responsibility because they accepted this burden. The Casualty Surgeons Association (of which I am a member) has to some extent exploited the situation in persuading the profession and the Department of Health to proceed with the creation of consultant casualty surgeon posts which in some instances might involve the appointment of existing medical assistants.
Consultant responsibility
What do we mean by 'consultant'? This title involves the possession of certain qualities; for example, the ability to pass examinations, the importance of which we should not minimize, for and to train should be one of the chief criteria for appointment and his responsibility should be such that he should be able to obtain a merit award Improvements in the level of teaching would, in their turn, lead to a new interest amongst general practitioners in the provision of a service to the community for minor injury and emergencies, a service which will be facilitated by the development of group practices.
Staffing
By themselves, the appointment of casualty surgeons along the lines suggested, will achieve nothing in terms of the service needs of the departments. They will, however, increase the attractiveness of the senior house officer posts (which will continue to provide the bulk of medical man-power in casualty) because 
